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A Welcome from the Chair

I am delighted to introduce the
first newsletter of Friends of UWA
in the UK & Europe (“Friends”).

The aim of Friends is to create a
vibrant UWA alumni community in
the UK, facilitating the engage-
ment of alumni with each other
and with the University.

We also seek to connect the Uni-
versity with leading UK academ-
ics, and people in business and
government who can help UWA
achieve a top 50 world ranking.

Finally we provide a means for UK
alumni to make financial contribu-
tions to support the educational
activities of UWA.

2008 was our first full year of operation and
we made excellent progress in putting
Friends on the map.

e Initiated a membership drive resulting in
a significant increase in the number of
active UK alumni registered with UWA -
which with your help we will continue (see
below)

e Established UWA Business in UK which
held its inaugural business breakfast
event with Michael Chaney Chairman of
NAB and Woodside Petroleum as guest
speaker

e Hosted with the Vice-Chancellor a dinner
to bring together senior UWA alumni and
leading UK academics to celebrate the
progress of UWA in Science with Nobel
Laureate Professor Barry Marshall as
guest speaker

e Facilitated the UWA Alumni Reception at
Australia House hosted by the Chancellor
and Vice-Chancellor with Professor Barry
Marshall as guest speaker

e Joined the alumni of the University of Syd-
ney, University of Melbourne and the
South Australian Universities for an art
gallery opening and the launch of Arthur
Boyd’s biography

Raised $160,000 in donations for UWA
with a conditional pledge of a further
$200,000

Michael Chaney in London

Michael Chaney AO,
Chairman of National

tion and what impact
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Could you please forward this
newsletter to any alumni you
know in the UK and suggest
that if they have not already
provided their UK contact de-
tails to UWA they email that
data to alumni@uwa.org.uk.
This will enable us to keep all
UK-based alumni up to date
with our events and other ac-
tivities.

Plans are being developed to
hold a range of similar events
this year. We will contact you
with “hold the date” announce-
ments of these as plans are
firmed up.

Meanwhile, set out below is
more detailed coverage of our
2008 events.

Inside this issue:

Australia House Reception

UWA Nobel Laureate
UWA Business in the UK

Aussie Unis in Joint Events

to listen to one of Aus-
tralia’s foremost busi-

Australia Bank and
Woodside Petroleum
spoke at the inaugural
event of UWA Business
in UK. Michael provided
an exceptional insight
into the causes of the
current market disloca-

-

UWA Chancellor Michael
Chaney A0 addresses UWA
Business graduates

this is likely to have on
the Australian economy.

Organised by UWA
Business in UK Conve-
nor Roland Nattrass and
his Steering Group, the
breakfast was attended
by 85 alumni who wel-
comed the opportunity

ness leaders and to net-
work in a UWA setting.
The survey conducted
at the event was over-
whelmingly positive
and there was a strong
demand for a similar

event in 2009.
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Chancellor and Vice-Chancellor Host
Alumni Reception at Australia House

Over one hundred
alumni and friends at-
tended the UWA Alumni
London Reception. The
Exhibition Hall at Aus-
tralia House provided a
stunning venue; it re-
mains a favourite with
Prof Barry Marshall showing Australians living in
his Nobel Prize medal to London.
alumni and friends

Professor Barry Mar- Jeremy Bond &

shall spoke as guest of John Paul Olivier
honour and gave an en-
tertaining account of the
work that led to his

Tim Perkins &
Prof Barry Marshall

N
Prof George Stewart (UWA

Dean of Science) with Glen &
Mary-Claire Travers

Peter Pearson, The Vice-
Chancellor & The Chancellor
award of the Nobel

Prize for Medicine. Also
present were the Dean
of the Faculty of Life and
Physical Sciences Pro-
fessor George Stewart,
the Director of Develop-
ment Campbell Thom-
son.

The success of the Re-
ception has led to re- Deirdre de Souza (General
quests to make this an Manager UWA Office of

Development)
1 .
annual event & Kate Charlesworth

Reception at Rustralia House

N /
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UWA Nobel Laureate Addresses Senior
Alumni and Leading UK Academics
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Nobel Laureate
Professor Barry
Marshall was the
guest speaker at
a dinner at-
tended by 30
senior UWA
alumni and lead-
ing academics from Ox-
ford, UCL, Imperial Col-
lege and Kings College.

Professor Marshall spoke
of the importance of sup-
porting undirected scien-
tific enquiry and how this
approach to research had
resulted in major break-
throughs.

L-R: David MacKinlay, Prof Barry Marshall,

The dinner was held at the
RAC in Pall Mall and was
generously sponsored by
one of our alumni, Hilton
Nathanson. It was success-
ful in its objectives of help-
ing senior alumni who
have been established in
the UK for some time re-
connect with UWA, and of
developing relationships
with UWA’s actual and po-
tential academic collabora-
tors, many of whom are
world leaders in their
fields.

The Vice-Chancellor pro-

Professor Dame Kay Davies, Prof Russell Foster,
The Vice-Chancellor, Prof Geoffrey Laurent

vided an update on the pro-
gress of UWA and outlined
plans to give a major impe-
tus to science through the
formation Science Futures
Foundation, building on the
work of Professor Marshall.

He announced the appoint-
ment of Professor Geoff
Laurent as Chair of the
UWA Science Futures Foun-
dation, UK Branch. Geoff is
a UWA alumnus and a world
leader in the field respira-
tory science and medicine.

L-R: Jennifer Handz, Jacqui Nelson,
The Vice-Chancellor, Tonianne Dwyer
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UWA Those registered with
: : UWA Business in UK will
Business in have already received
UK tatrgets notice of events

alumni with
an interest in
business and
finance.

planned for the year
which include net-
working events, fur-
ther special guest
speaker events, and

Alumni Group Heads: Rebecca Hossack (Melbourne),
Dennis Muirhead (South Australian Universities),
Pauline Lyle-Smith (Sydney), David MacKinlay (UWH)

industry
seminars.
Those not already
registered with UWA
Business in UK should
contact the Convenor
Roland Nattrass at
business@uwa.org.uk
to join the mailing list.

specific

Porter.

Roland Nattrass

The Rebecca Hossack Gallery in
Fitzrovia was the venue for two
Combined Australian Alumni
parties. One was to mark the
opening of the exhibition of the
Torres Strait Island artist Alick
Tipoti — who is represented in
the WA Art Gallery. The other
was to launch the autobiography
of renowned Australian artist
Arthur Boyd. In attendance were
the author Darleen Bungey and
celebrated Australian poet Peter




